6 61’5 is the inaugural COSF Epistle

to our donors and supporters on the
successful achievements of young minds
which the China Oxford Scholarship Fund
has had the privilege of meeting.

We are happy that we were in a position to provide
a degree of assistance and assurance to our scholars.
Often our modest offer has altered the course of their lives.

We would like to share their testimony with yu’ 9




FOREWORD
This is COSF EPISTLE ONE.

They are letters from past and current scholars to all our other scholars since 1992, and
to our donors, some for close to three decades, who have been in staunch support of the
China Oxford Scholarship Fund.

For our first epistle, there are six letters from members of your larger COSF family.

Bo Shen Wu

China Oxford Award (2008)

DPhil in Organic Chemistry (Thesis Commendation) (2012)
Jesus College

Master of Business Administration
University of Stanford

He is a bioscience expert now working on COVID-19

Fei Yan

Wei Oxford Award (2011)
DPhil in Sociology (2014)
St. Cross College

Post Doctoral Fellow
University of Stanford

He is a professor in Tsinghua University

Cecilia Cheuk

Pay 1t Forward Scholarship (2016)

DPhil in Obstetrics and Gynaecology (2020)
Linacre College

Now working for Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery in HKU

Bo Yang

Wei Oxford Award + Thomas Wong Scholarship (both 2016)
DPhil in Computer Science (2020)

Exeter College

He is an associate professor at the Polytechnic University HK

Dominic Chan

BétJ Lloyd Family Trust Award (2019)

MSc in Mathematics & Computational Finance (2020)
Mansfield College

He works as a quantitative researcher in London



Chin Ching Yeung

Pay 1t Forward Scholarship (2019)
DPhil Candidate in Mathematics
Linacre College

St. Paul wrote thirteen memorable epistles to his followers. We hope we will be able to
organise more than that - at least once a year, perhaps two - in the years to come.

“That person is a success who loves life, and lives it to the fullest; who has discovered
and shared the strengths and talents that are uniquely their own.”

Photos on pages 3, 7, 10, 13, 15 reproduced by kind permission of Lady Margaret Hall



o e, COSE iy the soil that

cultivates the ,w,»,m\, nnds

that support the backbone and
fufure of China.

Bostn

Thank you for your support fAmwg/wuf
these ¢ years that makes the tme in
Oxford memarable.

Cecidia Clhewd

[ have finished ny masters
af Oxfor) Am) 5r4)mfe)
with Distinction.

(oo

It was COSF's generosity that
allowed a Young sudent with
academic AJ/al)%hbn fo pursue
his dream | and made me who
[ am h)ﬁj. —

7'1/

Thanks to the gencrous support from
COSF, [ was able to focus on my
research profects as well as enjoy the
uw\{ue callcje l/fe.

Bo f/c-";,f/

I ﬁ}aﬂl "y Oxfar) experience very
rcwaral}«j and cyc-—o/»am}«j, and
thix iy made /aam“'le éy the support

of COSF c
Ve






Mr. Bo Shen Wu

China Oxford Award (2008)

DPhil in Organic Chemistry (Thesis Commendation) (2012)
Jesus College

Master of Business Administration
University of Stanford
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Dear COSF

Today, the world is evolving at a speed that nobody has imagined before, impacting every
single person on Earth through scientific breakthroughs, local economy developments, and a
small virus called COVID-19 that is reshaping our world. COVID-19 pandemic hit the globe
in the year 2020, more than 100 million people got infected and over 2 million families lost
their loved ones. People are united together towards a common goal: to eradicate the
COVID-19 and build a healthier world. This is what 1 am aspiring for: a healthier China, a
healthier World.

The University of Oxford aims to solve the most critical problems in the World. Facing the
COVID-19 pandemic, Oxford is responding with its novel vaccine together with UK
pharmaceutical giant AstraZeneca. As a China Oxford Scholarship Scholar, 1 am proud to
respond with a COVID-19 antibody cocktail that can treat COVID-19 patients, provide
prophylactic protection to vulnerable residents, and mitigate mutated variants. So far, the
antibody cocktail developed by the company 1 operate, TSB Therapeutics, is undertaking
phase 2/3 study all over the globe including China mainland, Hongkong SAR, US, and South
America. Hopefully within months, vulnerable lives can be saved and hope can be spread.
This work has been recognized by President Xi and Ministry of Science and

Technology, and reported on CCTV during the NPC and CPPCC meeting this March.

The city of dreaming spires is the starting point of my journey. The idea of enhancing
accessibility of critical medicines was at the core of my graduate research at Oxford, where 1
worked to develop techniques that could increase production yields of chemicals that are
found in medicines but occur rarely in nature. By the end of my study, 1 designed a
biochemical process that synthesized a survival enhancement agent at 1% of the former
production cost. To acknowledge my research, 1 received thesis commendation in 2012.

China Oxford Scholarship Fund kick-starts my journey at Oxford. Not every aspiring
individual has the privilege to start his/her study at Oxford for many reasons. To me,
funding and fear of the unknown overseas are the two most crucial obstacles. 1 would love
to thank COSF who invested in me, connected me to the outside world and fostered me as
an individual within the COSF community. Special thanks to Mrs. Annie Liang Bentley who
was my interviewer, my benefactor, and who then became my friend and life tutor.



To me, COSF is the soil that cultivates the inspiring minds that support the backbone and
future of China. Since 1992, hundreds of scholars have benefited from COSF and grown.

Nearly thirty years have passed. As a beneficiary, 1 am proud and grateful to be a member
of COSF interviewing committee and donate my income and time to help next generation
COSF scholars for a better China and better World.

1 often ask myself: “If we can improve the affordability of the medicines by one order of
magnitude, how many more lives can we save? What would the world look like?” Similarly,

1 also ask myself: “If COSF hadn’t invested in me, what would my world look like?” 1 don’t
know the answer, but 1 am sure the answer will be filled with gratitude.

sl Wb

Bo Shen Wu

Chief Operating Officer, TSB Therapeutics (Subsidiary of Brii BioSciences)
Senior Commercial Director, Brii BioSciences
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Mr. Fei Yan

Wei Oxford Award (2011)
DPhil in Sociology (2014)
St. Cross College

Post Doctoral Fellow
University of Stanford

Dear COSF

My name is Fei Yan. 1 am an Associate Professor in Sociology at Tsinghua University. 1t is
my great honor and pleasure to share my academic journey with COSF family.

1 was admitted by the DPhil program in sociology at University of Oxford in 2011 after
receiving my master’s degree at Stanford University. Although the Department and College
both generously sponsored me with their scholarship programs, the gap for covering the rest
of my doctoral expenses still remained significant. In great despair, 1 learned about COSF.
To me, it was not merely the only available scholarship program, but my academic dream
and whole career. Determined yet extremely nervous, 1 flew from Stanford to Hong Kong
to attend interview in July 2011. Even till today 1 still remember how nervous 1 was when 1
presented my published book to them and shared with them the goal for my academic
research. 1 wanted to uplift the level of public vision via my study, and to ultimately
contribute towards the transformation of Chinese society. To me, academic research is not
just my interest, but more importantly my responsibility. Luckily, 1 was awarded Wei Oxford
Award and joined COSF family in that year

My life as a doctoral student at Oxford thus began. This experience was so enjoyable that
even till today 1 still regard it as one my best memories, a large part of it thanks to the
gatherings and academic events COSF held. To us international students so far away from
home, these events created not only academic fulfillment, but also the sense of belonging.
In September 2014, 1 completed my DPhil at Oxford and became a post-doctoral fellow at
Stanford. In 2016, 1 came back to China and officially joined Tsinghua University, where 1
have been pursuing my academic career ever since. Today, having made some achievements,
1 never for once have forgotten that all these great experiences and opportunities 1 could
have had were granted by the sponsoring of COSF. 1t was COSF’s generosity that allowed a
young student with academic aspiration to pursue his dream, and made me who 1 am today.

Upon joining Tsinghua, 1 strived to inspire the younger generation with my academic
journey, and to pass on COSF’s spirits. In 2017, 1 officially became a member of the
interview panel of COSF. Since then, 1 have joined the candidate screening and interviewing
every year to discover and help those with dreams. In 2020, I myself became a donator to
COSF and established Yan Oxford Award, open to applicants of all subjects and colleges,

in helping them achieving their academic aspirations.



The pursuit of academic career is never easy. Instead of a sightseeing in an established
national park, 1 think of the academic journey more as an adventurous exploration in a
remote cave: dark, isolated and even at times terrifying, but also extremely thrilling and
rewarding at the epiphany moment of a fascinating discovery. Looking back, 1 have
absolutely been granted by COSF, starting from the initial sponsorship, to nowadays
friendship and the honor of working with all of you. 1 cannot express enough how
significant the work of COSF is to all the adventurous and talented students in pursuing
their academic career, and how proud I am to witness their metamorphosis. 1 firmly believe,
all the work we do today will end in an ever-brighter future for the wellbeing of our society.

-u-""".-
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Fei Yan

Associate Professor

Vice Dean, School of Social Governance and Development
Deputy Chair, Department of Sociology

Tsinghua University
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Ms. Cecilia Cheuk

Pay 1t Forward Scholarship (2016)

DPhil in Obstetrics and Gynaecology (2020)
Linacre College

Dear COSF
1 hope this email finds you well and that you stay safe during this time.

1 am writing to update our COSF community for my move, and 1 have recently, thankfully,
been able to made acknowledgement to the fund for my DPhil journey at the thesis archive
at Oxford ORA (you can find that under ‘Funding’ at
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:abcb357e-0c5a-4542-ac21-a3dd 1c2c1fa9;

thesis titled: Elucidating the Heterogeneity of Endometriosis using Multi-omics).

Thank you for your support throughout these 4 years that makes the time in Oxford
memorable.

The second update is that 1 have moved to Hong Kong last September to work towards
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery at The University of Hong Kong. 1 have
received support from the Aspiration Foundation Second Chance Scholarship for full tuition
fee to help kick start of my medical training.

And 1 would like to particularly thank Prof Paul Tam, one of the HK Board of Trustees and
was in the panel of my interview back in 2016, who encouraged me to seek for my research
path and continue to look for opportunity to be trained as a clinician.

Cecidiar Ciheunk

Cecilia Cheuk

DPhil in Obstetrics and Gynaecology

Endometriosis CaRe Centre Oxford

Nuffield Department of Women’s and Reproductive Health
Wellcome Centre for Human Genetics, University of Oxford
John Radcliffe Hospital - Women’s Centre
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Mr. Bo Yang

Wei Oxford Award & Thomas Wong Scholarship (2016)
DPhil in Computer Science (2020)

Exeter College

Dear COSF

Hope you are well through the uncertain and unprecedented times. Being honoured as a
COSF scholar, 1 am excited to update the progress that 1 have made so far.

Looking back at autumn 2016, 1 was lucky to be a member of Oxford where there once was
a hustle and bustle going on every day. Thanks to the generous support from COSF, 1 was
able to focus on my research projects as well as enjoy the unique college life. After four
years of ups and downs, 1 successfully defended my DPhil thesis and obtained the doctoral
degree in September 2020. At that moment, the city of Oxford was distinctively tranquil,
yet my mind was by no means calmful. My thesis titled “Learning to Reconstruct and
Segment 3D Objects” addresses critical issues of Artificial Intelligence and Machine
Learning. As yet, it is my greatest achievement.

With the rapid development of technology and the fierce competition between countries,

1 feel an extremely strong responsibility to educate new generations of talents. From this,

1 decided to join the Department of Computing at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University as
an Assistant Professor since November 2020. As a lecturer, advisor, and supervisor for
young students, 1 really enjoy the daily work to motivate, guide and equip them with
cutting-edge technologies. This is truly rewarding and ignites my passion for the career.

Without the support and encouragement from COSF, these academic achievements are not

possible for me in the past four years. 1 sincerely appreciate all benefactors, sponsors, and
trustees of COSF.

B?GKM;;/

Bo Yang

Assistant Professor
Department of Computing
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
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Mr. Dominic Chan

Bét) Lloyd Family Trust Award (2019)

MSc in Mathematics and Computational Finance (2020)
Mansfield College

Dear COSF

1 have fiished my masters at Oxford and graduated with Distinction. The masters program
is definitely a challenging but rewarding experience. 1t opened a lot of doors for me, both
in academia and careers opportunities.

During my masters program, as a dissertation project, thanks to the connection from the
masters program, 1 have the opportunity to work with a start-up, called SME Capital to
develop more advance credit scoring model using machine learning techniques. (We showed
that for SME’s their ability to return the money they borrowed are not only dependent on
their financial health but very linked to the quality of their management team).

1 am currently working in London as a quantitative researcher (quant) with a hedge fund
called Squarepoint Capital. It is a steep learning curve but 1 am enjoying the work 1 do.

1 hope to gain a few years of working experience abroad before going back to work in
China. London as a well-developed fimancial market, has an exceptionally diverse and rich
ecosystem for quant researcher to collaborate and 1 felt that my growth here would be the
quickest in the first few years of my career.

HHEFERFEES,
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Dominic Chan
RiEE

Quantitative Researcher
Squarepoint Capital




Mr. Chin Ching Yeung

Pay 1t Forward Scholarship (2019)
Studying for a DPhil in Mathematics
Linacre College

Dear COSF

1t is very nice to hear from you and the China Oxford Scholarship Fund again. 1t is also my
wish to share my experience and progress with the trustees of COSF, in response to their
enormous encouragement to me last year.

1 am continuing my second-year doctoral studies here in Oxford and things are going fine
in general so far. 1 am also making good progress in my studies and research.

1 find my Oxford experience very rewarding and eye-opening, and this is made possible by
the support of COSF. However, the coronavirus pandemic has indeed caused a difficult time
in my life here in the UK, which had been much more enjoyable before the pandemic -
Before the lockdown, 1 was able to meet a lot of interesting people from diverse
backgrounds, participate in various activities beyond the formal studies and experience the
unique cultural atmosphere in this historical city and institute. 1 do hope we will be able to
go back to normal soon especially when there is exciting news about the successful
development of vaccines recently.

Besides, 1 would also like to share a piece of good news about me with the trustees of
COSF. 1 have been awarded a scholarship from the Croucher Foundation, which is a

Hong Kong-based charity supporting scientific development in Hong Kong. The scholarship
provides support to my doctoral studies for two years starting from this year. 1remain very
grateful for COSF for the generous financial support last year, which made the
commencement of my doctoral journey a lot easier.

1 am also very happy to see new and energetic faces in the new cohort of COSF scholars.
1 hope 1 will have the opportunity to meet them in Oxford in the coming future.

May you please also convey my sincere wishes to the trustees of COSF in this difficult time.
1 look forward to hearing more good news from COSF in the future.

N

Chin Ching Yeung

DPhil Candidate in Mathematics
Linacre College
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